
SCENE FROM “WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE

By Michael Ziegfeld & Chris Caniglia

INT. STUDIO - ON SET OF “JOLLY JUNGLE” THE MOST ICONIC 
CHILDREN’S TELEVISION SHOW OF ALL TIME.

Cut to live camera shots of a rehearsal where the actors and 
Asian looking puppets work in a labor camp guarded by Geo 
Giraffe in a US Army uniform. They all sing some song about 
how it’s wrong to throw your neighbors into internment camps. 
We cut from the live camera shots to a wide shot of the 
puppeteers lip syncing playback.

INT. STUDIO CONTROL BOOTH

LEE JR.
I’m just saying this is the perfect 
example of why the show is losing 
it’s finger on the pulse. 

CONNOR
This sketch is supposed to be about 
friends around the world! My 
character is not singing a Japanese 
internment song!

LEE JR.
We were the first show to teach 
kids about death, about divorce ... 

DIRECTOR
Standby 2.

CONNOR
“WE” didn’t do anything. 

DIRECTOR
Take 2.

CONNOR
You were still in diapers when 
Jolly Jungle went on the air. You 
know nothing about the sweat and 
hard work it took to get here.

LEE JR.
And you do?



CONNOR
Let me tell you a story. When I was 
young I had a neighbor, a proud 
black man who rose from nothing to 
own a dry cleaners. Well he worked 
and worked until one day he had two 
dry cleaners, then three, then 
before you know it he had dry 
cleaners all over the city and he 
moved out of Brooklyn.

LEE JR.
Did he move to the Upper east side?

CONNOR
Yes he did.

LEE JR.
To a deluxe apartment in the sky.

DIRECTOR
(Annoyed by all the talking) 
Cameras 2 and 3 go left and right.

CONNOR
I’m not sure I’d phrase it exactly 
that way, but yes, they had a 
lovely apartment.

LEE JR.
Next door to Mr. Bentley.

CONNOR
Do you know them?

DIRECTOR
SHHH! No 2 go left, 3 go right!

LEE JR.
The Jeffersons.

CONNOR
Yes the Jeffersons.

LEE JR.
That was a TV show.

CONNOR
No, it was my neighbor.

LEE JR.
Your neighbor lived the exact same 
life as the character on this TV 
show ?
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CONNOR
Have you ever heard of “based on a 
true story”? 

Susan Enters.

SUSAN
What the hell is happening?

LEE JR.
Susan, this show has an opportunity 
to be cutting edge once again and I 
really think some flexibility is in 
order.

SUSAN
What is this? What are you doing?

LEE JR.
Rehearsing the Japanese internment 
song.

SUSAN
No. You haven’t cleared this with 
me nothing goes on the air that I 
haven’t put my seal of approval on.

LEE JR.
Let’s take five everybody. Susan, 
walk with me.

DIRECTOR
OK everyone. We’re taking 5.

LEE JR throws his arm around her shoulder as they leave the 
control booth. CONNOR watches them as he tosses his puppet to 
a wrangler like a doctor’s dirty scrubs. 

CONNOR
This will not do.

QUINN then sanitizes his hands for him.

QUINN
This will not do.

CONNOR
Don’t do that.

QUINN stops buffing CONNOR’s hand.
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CONNOR (CONT’D)
No, keep doing that. DON’T do the 
repeating thing.

QUINN
Oh.
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