
MOTHER: LIVING MY LIFE THE BEST SHE CAN

By Michael Ziegfeld

SCENE SAMPLE:

INT. KENNETH’S KITCHEN - MORNING BRUNCH

Post meltdown after JOAN’S daughter JAMIE  brought home her 
new boyfriend. Gay brother KENNETH isn’t helping as they 
build their lox and bagel sandwiches.

JOAN
I mean I wait for you to finally 
bring someone home and he’s black!

JAMIE
SO WHAT! And he is only half black.

KENNETH
He sits in the middle of the bus.

JOAN
When he walks into a room, no one 
says he’s only half black.

KENNETH
Maybe they say he’s only half 
white. Pass the onions.

JOAN
Kenneth, butt out. You are not a 
parent and you have no say in this 
conversation.

JAMIE
You said bring home a Jewish boy. 
You didn’t say anything about 
black.

JOAN
It’s implied! Do you want the 
“everything bagel”? 

JAMIE
No, poppy.

JOAN
And I am not a biggot. 



KENNETH
Not at all. What size hood do you 
wear?

JOAN
What do you mean Jewish?

JAMIE
Jesse is Jewish, barmitzvah’d and 
everything. 

KENNETH
You know mom, this really isn’t so 
bad. He’s black, Jewish and a 
singer. He’s one eyeball away from 
Sammy Davis Jr. and you loved him.

JOAN
Jamie you have made countless life 
choices I have never understood but 
I never thought you’d bring home a, 
a, 

KENNETH
A singer!!!

JOAN
Kenneth you have an agenda to buck 
anything traditional! 

JOAN exits.

KENNETH
Traditional? Hello? I’m wearing a 
cardigan!

JOAN
I’m going to Costco!

Door slams.

JAMIE
How many times a week do retirees 
need to go to Costco?

KENNETH
I dunno. I think she needs another 
eight tons of corn flakes for the 
post nuclear holocaust. So you’re 
dating a black man. How’s your hoo-
haa?
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JAMIE
Unaffected. He’s half black from 
the waist UP.

KENNETH
Oy. Nice family?

JAMIE
Really nice. But when I first went 
to their house I was a little 
thrown. 

KENNETH
You mean gangbanged?

JAMIE
Jesse was adopted and they are all 
white so the family portrait looks 
like the butler stepped into the 
photo.

KENNETH’s cel phone rings. It’s JOAN’s mother.

KENNETH
Hi Mommo!

MOMMO
I heard on the radio there was a 
shooting in Philadelphia. Are you 
ok?

KENNETH
Yes, I’m fine. Hey - I heard a 
Jewish lady fell and broke a hip in 
Florida. Are you ok?

MOMMO
Yes, I’m fine. Where is Mommy?

KENNETH
She’s at Costco.

MOMMO
Oh I was just there.

JAMIE
Tell her I said hi.

KENNETH
What are you doing?
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MOMMO
Well, I had dinner at my friend 
Ida’s house and I took the chicken 
carcass home with me. 

KENNETH
Uh-huh. OK. 

KENNETH starts making the crackling noise of a cell phone 
losing signal.

KENNETH (CONT’D)
Ccrrzzzzz ... I .... Uh ... er... 
Losing -ignal eye ... eye!

MOMMO
We’re on a land line aren’t we?

KENNETH hangs up anyway.

KENNETH
Why is Mommo freezing a chicken 
carcass?

JAMIE
She uses it to make soup.

KENNETH
She makes soup?

JAMIE
No. She has 74 bird carcasses in 
that freezer. It’s disgusting. OK I 
gotta go. What are you doing the 
rest of the day?

KENNETH
I gotta go break up with a guy.

JAMIE
Uh-oh. Why this time?

KENNETH
How much time do you have? Too 
buff, too handsome, too smart ...

JAMIE
What is it really?

KENNETH
The boy’s name is Kelvin.

JAMIE
Kelvin?
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KENNETH
It’s not Kevin, it’s not Melvin. I 
can’t deal.

JAMIE
That’s fair. Almost as good as when 
you fired the housekeeper. 

KENNETH
Number one, she was terrible and 
number two, her name was Lizabeth. 
I mean just chip in and buy that 
bitch and “E” so I don’t have to 
hear her correct every single 
person she ever came in contact 
with since birth. “No no, its 
Lizabeth, no E.” Arrgh! It still 
makes me so mad!

KELVIN has been upstairs the whole time. He wanders into the 
kitchen, in his boxers after a night of drunken sex.

KENNETH (CONT’D)
Hey Kelvin, this is Jamie. She’s 
going to take you home. Jamie, tell 
Kelvin that thing we were talking 
about. I gotta go back to bed.

Uncomfortable moment.

JAMIE
He reaallly likes you.

END.
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